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CITY OF 

ERIC ALEGRIA, MAYOR 
DAVID D. BRADLEY, MAYOR PROTEM 
JOHN CRUII<SHANI<, COUNCILMEMBER 
I(EN DYDA, COUNCILMEMBER 
BARBARA FERRARO, COUNCILMEMBER 

April 20, 2021 

The Honorable Bill Dodd 
California State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 2082 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

SUBJECT: Notice of Opposition to SB 556 

Dear Senator Dodd: 

RANCHO PALOS VERDES 

Via Email 

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes strongly opposes SB 556, which would require cities 
to make certain public infrastructure available to telecommunications providers with 
limited regulations granted to cities to protect their quality of life. 

SB 556 directly conflicts with the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) 
adopted regulations on wireless services deployment. This measure requires local 
governments to make space available to telecommunications providers without 
recognizing local authority to manage the public right-of-way, as preserved in federal 
law. FCC regulations explicitly enable local governments to ensure that such 
installations meet appearance and design standards, maintain traffic safety, protect 
historical resources' integrity, and safeguard citizens' quality of life. 

Additionally, SB 556 creates ambiguity in the fees local governments can charge for 
access to their infrastructure. Federal law explicitly outlines conditions for valid fees, 
limiting fees to a "reasonable approximation of the local government's actual and direct 
costs," including costs to maintain a structure within the right-of-way, process an 
application or permit, and review a siting application. SB 556, on the other hand, 
chooses not to incorporate these federal standards, further restricting fees to "actual 
cost" and "reasonable actual cost." 

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes currently has agreements with multiple 
telecommunications companies for colocation of equipment on City-owned property. 
These agreements preserve local authority while improving the telecommunications 
infrastructure in the City. This oversight is essential- to protect the public's investment, 
and the control of the public rights-of-way must remain local. 
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Senator Dodd 
April 20, 2021 
Page 2 

While the City appreciates the goal of the author to close the digital divide in California, 
this bill does not encourage or incentivize telecommunications companies to service 
unserved and underserved communities. This bill inherently conflicts with federally­
mandated local authority to manage the right-of-way and to comply with existing FCC 
decisions. For these reasons, the City of Rancho Palos Verdes opposes SB 556. 

Sincerely, 

~~-~ 
Eric Alegria 
Mayor 

cc: Senator Ben Hueso, Chair, Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications 
Committee 
Ben Allen, Senator, 26th State Senate District 
AI Muratsuchi, Assembly Member, 66th Assembly District 
Jeff Kiernan, League of California Cities 
Meg Desmond, League of California Cities 
Marcel Rodarte, California Contract Cities Association 
Rancho Palos Verdes City Council 
Ara Mihranian, City Manager 
Karina Banales, Deputy City Manager 
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City of Rancho Palos Verdes 2021 Legslation Positions

1

Bill Text Summary RPV Position RPV 
Correspondence

SBCCOG 
Position

Cal Cities 
Position Bill Status

AB 377 (Rivas)
Water Quality: Impaired 
Waters

AB 377 would limit local land use 
authority related to stormwater permits.

[Bill was amended 04/21 to instead 
require regional water boards to create 
a report on how to bring water 
segments into compliance]

The City Council 
opposed this bill at 
the Council Meeting 

on April 6, 2021.

The Peninsula Cities 
sent a letter 

opposing this bill on 
April 16, 2021.

AB 377 Staff Report 
(PDF) Oppose

Re-referred to 
Assembly Committee 
on Environmental 
Safety and Toxic 
Materials 04/13/21

AB 1251 (Muratsuchi)
Local Public Health Orders

AB 1251 would require a public health 
order issued in LA County to be based 
on data from each Service Planning 
Area.

The City Council 
supported this bill at 
the Council Meeting 

on April 6, 2021.

AB 1251 Staff 
Report (PDF)

Recommend 
Support Watch

Re-referred to 
Assembly Committee 
on Health 04/06/21

AB 1295 (Muratsuchi)
Residential Development 
Agreements: Very High 
Fire Risk Areas

AB 1295 would prohibit cities or 
counties from entering into a residential 
development agreement in a VHFHSZ.

The City Council 
commented on this 

bill at the Council 
Meeting on April 6, 

2021

AB 1295 Staff 
Report (PDF) Monitor Watch

Referred to Assembly 
Committees on Local 
Government and 
Housing & 
Community 
Development 
03/04/21

ACA 7 (Muratsuchi)
Local Government: Police 
Power: Municipal Affairs: 
Land Use and Zoning

ACA 7, upon passage by the legislature 
and with support from voters, would 
amend the State Constitution to require 
certain local land-use controls and 
zoning regulations remain within 
incorporated communities when in 
conflict over general laws.

The City Council 
supported this bill at 
the Council Meeting 

on April 6, 2021.

ACA 7 Staff Report 
(PDF)

Recommend 
Support Introduced 03/16/21

AJR 2 (O'Donnell)
Coastal and Marine 
Waters: Santa Catalina 
Island: DDT

AJR 2 would request that the US 
Congress and the US EPA take all 
measures necessary to prevent further 
damage to California's citizens, wildlife, 
and natural resources by the DDT 
waste dumped in the waters near 
Santa Catalina Island.

The City Council 
supported this bill at 
the Council Meeting 

on April 6, 2021.

AJR 2 Staff Report 
(PDF) Watch

Set for hearing in 
Assembly 
Environmental Safety 
and Toxic Materials 
Committee 04/21/21

SB 9 (Atkins)
Housing Development 
Approvals

SB 9 would limit local land use 
authority by requiring ministerial 
approval of multi-residential unit 
housing developments.

The City Council 
opposed this bill at 
the Council Meeting 
on February 2, 2021.

The Peninsula Cities 
sent a letter 
opposing this bill on 
February 26, 2021.

SB 9 Staff Report 
(PDF) Oppose Oppose Unless 

Amend

Set for hearing in 
Senate Governance 
and Finance 
Committee on 
04/22/21
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Bill Text Summary RPV Position RPV 
Correspondence

SBCCOG 
Position

Cal Cities 
Position Bill Status

SB 10 (Wiener)
Planning and Zoning: 
Housing Development: 
Density

SB 10 would limit local land use 
authority related to high-density zoning 
in transit-rich, jobs-rich areas.

The City Council 
opposed this bill at 
the Council Meeting 
on February 2, 2021.

SB 10 Staff Report 
(PDF) Oppose Watch

Set for hearing in 
Senate Governance 
and Finance 
Committee on 
04/22/21

SB 210 (Wiener)
Automated License Plate 
Recognition Systems: Use 
of Data

SB 210 would require that data 
collected by an ALPR camera be 
deleted after 24 hours unless it is on a 
hot list.

The City Council 
opposed this bill at 
the Council Meeting 

on April 20, 2021

SB 210 Staff Report 
(PDF) Oppose

Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee - 
suspense file 
04/05/21

SB 556 (Dodd)
Street Light Poles, Traffic 
Signal Poles, Utility Poles, 
and Support Structures: 
Attachments

SB 556 would require cities to make 
street light poles, traffic signal poles, 
utility poles, and support structures 
available to telecommunications 
providers.

The City Council 
opposed this bill at 
the Council Meeting 

on April 20, 2021

SB 556 Staff Report 
(PDF) Oppose

Set for hearing in 
Senate Energy, 
Utilities and 
Communications 
Committee 04/19/21

SB 809 (Allen)
Multijurisdictional Regional 
Agreements: Housing 
Element

SB 809 would allow cities and counties 
to exchange land for RHNA shares for 
compensation for the development of 
that land.

The City Council 
supported this bill at 
the Council Meeting 

on April 6, 2021.

SB 809 Staff Report 
(PDF) Support Watch

Re-referred to Senate 
Housing Committee 
03/18/21

AB 14 (Aguiar-Curry)
Communications: 
Broadband Services: 
California Advanced 
Services Fund

AB 14 would deploy broadband 
infrastructure to close the digital divide, 
with a goal to provide broadband 
access to no less than 98 percent of 
California households in each 
California Advanced Services Fund 
(CASF) consortia region.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Support Support

Set for hearing in 
Assembly Committee 
on Local Government 
on 04/28/21

AB 34 (Muratsuchi)
Communications: 
Broadband for All Act of 
2022

AB 34 would issue a state ballot 
measure for the issuance of bonds to 
fund increased access to broadband in 
unserved and underserved 
communities.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Support Support in 
Concept

Set for hearing in 
Asm Privacy and 
Consumer Protection 
04/22/21

AB 339 (Lee)
State and Local 
Government: Local 
Meeting

AB 339 would require cities to have 
call-in and internet public participation 
at all City Council meetings.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Recommend 
Oppose Oppose

Re-referred to Asm 
Committee on Local 
Government 04/15/21

AB 617 (Davies)
Planning and Zoning: 
Regional Housing Needs: 
Exchange of Allocation

AB 617 would authorize local 
jurisdictions to transfer all or a portion 
of its allocation of regional housing 
need (RHNA) to another jurisdiction.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Watch

Referred to Assembly 
Committees on 
Housing & 
Community 
Development and 
Local Government 
02/25/21
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Bill Text Summary RPV Position RPV 
Correspondence

SBCCOG 
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Cal Cities 
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AB 1258 (Nguyen)
Housing Element: Regional 
Housing Need Plan: 
Judicial Review

AB 1258 would subject final regional 
housing need (RHNA) plans to judicial 
review.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Watch

Re-referred to 
Assembly 
Committees on 
Housing & 
Community 
Development 
03/23/21

SB 12 (McGuire)
Local Government: 
Planning and Zoning: 
Wildfires

SB 12 would require jurisdictions to 
identify the locations of all VHFHSZs in 
the land use element of their general 
plan and include a comprehensive 
retrofit strategy to reduce the risk of 
property loss and damage during 
wildfires.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Watch
Set for hearing in 
Senate Housing on 
04/29/21

SB 15 (Portantino)
Housing Development: 
Incentives: Rezoning of 
Idle Retail Sites

SB 15 would provide incentive grants to 
local governments that rezone idle big-
box retail or shopping center sites to 
allow the development of housing 
instead.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Support Watch

Placed on Senate 
Appropriations 
suspense file 
04/05/21

SB 55 (Stern)
VHFHSZ: Development 
Prohibition

SB 55 would prohibit the creation or 
approval of a new commercial or 
residential development in a very high 
fire hazard severity zone (VHFHSZ).

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Monitor Watch

Re-referred to Senate 
Committees on 
Governance & 
Finance 04/05/21

SB 83 (Allen)
California Infrastructure 
and Economic 
Development Bank: Sea 
Level Rise Revolving Loan 
Program

SB 83 would create the Sea Level Rise 
Revolving Loan Program to provide 
low-interest rates to local jurisdictions 
for the purchase of coastal properties 
identified as vulnerable.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Support Watch

Re-referred to Senate 
Committee on 
Governance & 
Finance 03/16/21

SB 278 (Leyva)
Public Employee's 
Retirement System: 
Disallowed Compensation: 
Benefits Adjustments

SB 278 would require public agencies 
to directly pay retirees and/or their 
beneficiaries disallowed retirement 
benefits using general fund
dollars.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Oppose

Set for hearing in 
Senate 
Appropriations on 
04/19/21

SB 477 (Wiener)
General Plan: Annual 
Report

SB 477 would require local planning 
agencies to provide more robust data 
to the state related to housing 
streamlining measures and progress 
with their share of RHNA.

Watch Fact Sheet (PDF) Watch

Placed on Senate 
Appropriations 
suspense file 
04/05/21

SB 617 (Wiener)
Residential Solar Energy 
Systems: Permitting

SB 617 would require the City to 
implement an online, automated 
permitting platform that instantaneously 
issues permits for residential solar 
systems.

Watch SB 617 Fact Sheet 
(doc) Oppose

Set for hearing in Sen 
Energy, Utilities and 
Communications on 
04/26/21
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DRAFT AGENDA 
 

RANCHO PALOS VERDES PLANNING COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 2021 

FRED HESSE COMMUNITY PARK, 29301 HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD 
REGULAR MEETING 

7:00 P.M. 
 

FRED HESSE COMMUNITY PARK (INCLUDING MCTAGGART HALL) WILL BE 
CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

 
Pursuant to Section 3 of Executive Order N-29-20, issued by Governor Gavin Newsom 
on March 17, 2020, the meeting of the Planning Commission for Tuesday,  
April 27, 2021, will be conducted via teleconference using the Zoom and broadcast live 
on the City's website at http://www.rpvca.gov/772/City-Meeting-Video-and-Agendas and 
on RPVTV Channels Cox 35 and Fios 39. Please see separate cover for public 
participation options.   
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

SCHEDULING NOTES 
 

REQUESTS TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIOR TO THE COMPLETION OF THE REMARKS OF THE 
FIRST SPEAKER ON THE ITEM.  NO REQUEST FORMS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER 
THAT TIME. 

 
PURSUANT TO ADOPTED PLANNING COMMISSION PROCEDURE, UNLESS THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION AGREES TO SUSPEND ITS RULES, NO NEW BUSINESS WILL 
BE HEARD AFTER 11:00 P.M. AND NO ITEM WILL BE HEARD PAST MIDNIGHT.  ANY 
ITEMS NOT HEARD BECAUSE OF THE TIME LIMITS WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY 
CONTINUED TO THE NEXT COMMISSION AGENDA. 

 
NEXT P.C. RESOLUTION NO. 2021-05 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  
 
PUBLIC PARTICPATION OPTIONS:    
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:     
 
ROLL CALL: 
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 Planning Commission Agenda 

April 27, 2021 
 2 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
City Council Items:   
Staff:   
Commission: 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (regarding non-agenda items):  
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 
1. APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 23, 2021 PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES  
 
 
CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
NONE 
 
 
CONTINUED BUSINESS:  
 
NONE 
 
 
NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

2. HEIGHT VARIATION AND SITE PLAN REVIEW- (CASE NO. PLHV2020-
000618):  18 Surrey Lane (JY) 

 
Request: Construct a 680 ft² addition, roof deck and ancillary site improvements to an 
existing two-story residence. 
 
Recommendation: Adopt P.C. Resolution No. 2021-__: approving, with conditions, a 
Height Variation and Site Plan Review for the construction of a 680 ft² addition to an 
existing two-story residence measuring 25.91 feet in height and ancillary site 
improvements. 
 
Action Deadline: May 22, 2021 
 
CEQA:  Categorically Exempt (Sections 15301 – Existing Facilities) 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
NONE 

 
ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON FUTURE AGENDAS:  
  
3. PRE-AGENDA FOR THE MEETING ON MAY 11, 2021 
 
4. PRE-AGENDA FOR THE MEETING ON MAY 25, 2021 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
______________________________________________________________________ 
Americans with Disabilities Act: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a 
disability-related modification or accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or 
services, please call the Community Development Director at 310 544-5228 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
Notes: 
1. Staff reports are available for inspection at City Hall, 30940 Hawthorne Boulevard during regular business hours, 
7:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. Monday – Thursday and 7:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. on Friday. The agenda and staff reports can 
also be viewed at Fred Hesse Community Park, 29301 Hawthorne Boulevard during the Planning Commission 
meeting. 
2. Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Planning Commission after distribution of the agenda 
packet are available for public inspection at the front counter of the Planning Division lobby at City Hall, which is 
located at 30940 Hawthorne Boulevard, Rancho Palos Verdes during normal business hours as stated in the 
paragraph above. 
3. You can also view the agenda and staff reports at the City’s website www.rpvca.gov. 
4. Written materials, including emails, submitted to the City are public records and may be posted on the City’s 
website.  In addition, City meetings may be televised and may be accessed through the City’s website.  Accordingly, 
you may wish to omit personal information from your oral presentation or written materials as they may become part 
of the public record regarding an agendized item. 
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